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NATIONS OF THE WORLD: A POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, & BUSINESS HANDBOOK, 6th ed. Millerton, NY: Grey House Publishing,
Inc., 2006, 1,741 pp., $155.00, ISBN 1-59237-079-9.
INTRODUCTON
Global learning is becoming an important topic in undergraduate
courses. It is important for students to learn about other countries to prepare them for both globalization and life and work in a multicultural
society. Libraries are experiencing demand for resources that contain
international research and global issues information. This new edition
of Nations of the World will provide undergraduate students with general political, economic, and business information.
SCOPE AND RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Nations of the World is a timely reference of political, economic,
and business information with narrative overviews, maps, charts, and
tables. The book’s principal sources of information are the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank, Asian Development Bank (ADB),
African Development Bank (AFDB), Eastern Caribbean Central Bank
(ECCB), Economic Commission for Latin American and the Caribbean
(ECLAC), U.N. agencies, individual central bank reports, and national
statistics.
CONTENTS AND ORGANIZATION
The book discusses 230 nations arranged in alphabetical order by
nation or territory, and is divided into three parts. The first part includes
an overview of each country, key facts, and key indicators. The first part
also includes narrative paragraphs that offer an overview of the current
economic and political conditions of each country as well as its economic outlook. The second part contains country profiles that include a
historical profile, political structure, education, population, religion,
and health. The economic section of each country’s profile includes
an overview of external trade, agriculture, industries, climate, entry requirements, holidays, and working hours. This second part also includes
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practical information about services available (e.g., mobile phones, electricity supply, security, transportation), weights and measures, and social customs. The last part consists of a business directory with area
codes, contact numbers for chambers of commerce, banking information, travel, Internet sites, and other useful addresses.
Nations of the World includes a regional map and three tables that
summarize the information found in the narrative paragraphs. The first
table includes key facts about the country (official name, head of state,
head of government, ruling party, area, population, etc.). The second
table provides key indicators (population, Gross Domestic Product, exports, imports, balance of trade, etc., and the third table offers a risk
assessment of the country’s economic, political, and regional stability
and stock market position.
The end of the book includes a world overview of Africa, the Americas,
Asia, the Pacific, Europe, and the Middle East. This section offers information on the political and economic climate of these regions, their key
indicators, currencies, a map of the region, and a list of U.S. embassies
in the region. The book contains a CD-ROM that includes all of the
country profiles in PDF format.
EVALUATION
The sixth edition of Nations of the World offers great insight into
countries’ political and economic climates. The book does not go into
great detail but provides a background report and an overview of these
countries. It is an excellent source of practical and essential information
for people traveling to these countries, and it can serve as a starting
point for a country analysis project or research for those considering
locating a business in a different country.
The economy section provides a good overview of the current situation, but this section is brief. The book is missing key marketing information. I did not expect a complete analysis, but some key marketing
facts would have been useful, for example, major markets, leading sectors, investment climate, etc.
The Internet sites section only listed associations’ and agencies’ sites
and is missing key U.S. government sites that give information about
these countries, such as the Department of Commerce, Library of Congress, and the Central Intelligence Agency. This section would have
been an ideal place to include the U.S. embassies’ Web sites, instead of
the long list of U.S. embassies at the end of the book.
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The CD-ROM contains all country profiles in PDF format, which
makes it easier to print the information. A better option would be to offer the table’s information as MS Word documents with the option
of downloading to CSV format. In order to obtain the CD-ROM the
customer needs to fill out a form and mail it to the company, an extra inconvenience to the customer. It would be better to include the CD-ROM
with the book.
Nevertheless, I found the book to be well organized, accurate, and affordable. This is a great reference tool for public, academic, and special
library collections.
OTHER SOURCES OF INTERNATIONAL
ECONOMIC INFORMATION
CIA World Fact Book: Released by the U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) in 1999. Data are available for more than 260 countries.
It includes map, flag, geographic, population, government, economic,
communication, transportation, military, and transnational issue information (http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html).
Handbook of International Economic Statistics: Released by the
CIA. Provides statistics for comparing the economic performance of major
countries and regions. It includes economic profiles, trends, energy, agriculture, foreign trade and aid, and real gross domestic product. It also
includes a collection of maps, charts, and tables (http://www.odci.gov/
cia/di/products/hies/index.html).
Library of Congress Country Studies/Area Handbook: Prepared by
the Federal Research Division of the Library of Congress. It contains a
historical, social, economic, and political study of 100 countries (http://
lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/cshome.html).
Overseas Business Reports: Created by the U.S. Department of Commerce. International Trade Administration (1982-1991). Ceased publication.
Most current edition available through the University of Missouri–St. Louis
(http://www.umsl.edu/services/govdocs/obr/index. html).
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